CULTURE

BRIGHT:

A SUMMER ESSAY SERIES

Reflections on art, culture, and the future
of the Quad Cities from Jen Lewis-Snydetr,
President & CEO of The Cultural Trust.

Something Bigger
Than an Event

In 14 days, something
remarkable begins. Notin
one building. Not on one stage.
Not because one organization

planned a great event.

On August 16, the Quad Cities will come alive
with music, art, gardens, science, history,
and live performance in a way that invites
you to experience our community like never
before.

You can hear bluegrass beneath the trees
one night.

Stand in front of world-renowned art the
next.

Watch a live performance that stays with
you long after the lights come up.

Spend an evening under the stars with the
symphony.

Then do something most festivals never ask
you to do.

Come back tomorrow.

Because this isn’t one event.

It's a celebration unfolding across an entire
community.

Every organization brings something
different.

Every venue tells a different story.

Every experience invites you to write the next
chapter.

Together, they become something bigger
than any one of us could create alone.

That's the idea behind the Culture Bright
Summer Series.

For decades, the Quad Cities has
been shaped by remarkable cultural
organizations.

Each has earned its place.
Each has built loyal audiences.

Each has created moments people still talk
about years later.

Now imagine what happens when those
same organizations stop thinking about
individual calendars and start thinking
about a shared season.

Imagine what happens when museums,
gardens, concert halls, theaters, and
performance spaces begin inviting
audiences to explore all of them instead of
just one.

That's the opportunity in front of all of us.
Collaboration is often mistaken for a
meeting.

Or a partnership.

Or another project.

I think it's something much simpler.

It's an invitation.

An invitation to see your community
differently.

To try something you've never experienced.

To meet people you wouldn't have otherwise
met.

To discover that the place you've always
called home still has the ability to surprise
you.

That is what excites me most about this
summer series.

Someone who comes for a concert may
decide to visit the Putnam or the Figge for
the first time.

Someone may discover the Quad City
Botanical Center and realize they've been
missing one of the region’s treasures.

Someone may order their first Bent River
beer and wonder why they've waited so
long.

Someone may find a new favorite
neighborhood restaurant and return again
and again.

A child may discover the artist, musician, or
scientist they dream of becoming.
Families may build an entire week around

experiences they never knew existed, right
here at home.

That's how communities grow.
One shared experience at a time.

The Culture Bright Summer Series wasn't
created to entertain a community for eight
days.

It was created to help shape what our
community becomes over time.

To build momentum and encourage
curiosity.

To celebrate the organizations that make
this region worth calling home.

And to remind us that our greatest strength
has never been a single institution.

Our greatest strength happens when people
decide to build something together.

So here's my invitation.

If you've already bought tickets, thank you.
If you haven't, now is the perfect time.
Browse the schedule.

Pick the event that speaks to you.

Or better yet, choose two that couldn’t be
more different.

Bring your family.
Invite your neighbors.
Call the friend you've been meaning to

spend time with.
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“The Culture Bright Summer Series
wasn’t created to entertain a
community for eight days. It was
created to help shape what our
community becomes over time.”

Support a local artist.
Cheer for a local musician.
Experience a place you've never visited.

Become part of the story we're writing
together.

Fourteen days from now, the lights will come
up.

The music will begin.

The conversations will start.

My hope is that this won't feel like attending
just another event.

Transformation rarely happens all at once.

It begins with a single experience that
changes the way you see what's possible.

My hope is that, years from now, we'll look
back on this summer as one of those
transformational moments.

Explore the full Culture Bright Summer Series
schedule at CultureBright.org.

We'll save you a place.

Because culture matters here. And it always
will.

To learn more about The
Cultural Trust and its
Legacy Partners, go to
CultureBright.org.
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